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Improving education for seniors from an ecological

perspective :
Ecology and Environmental Protection in Socialist-Era

Slovakia

Zlepsenie vzdelavania seniorov z ekologického hladiska :
Ekologia a ochrana prirody v casoch socializmu na Slovensku



1. Industrial Development and
Environmental Neglect

The socialist regime glorified
heavy industry and large
infrastructure projects, while
environmental protection was
sidelined. Unlike the celebrated
economic achievements, issues
such as clean air, water, and
biodiversity conservation had little
space in official propaganda

1. Priemyselny rast a zanedbana
priroda

Socialisticky rezim oslavoval tazky

priemysel a velké stavby, no
ochrana zivotného prostredia
zostavala bokom. Kvalita ovzdusia,
vod Ci  biodiverzity nebola

sucastou hlavnej propagandy.



2. Ecological Crisis in Late
Socialism

By the late 1980s, Czechoslovakia
ranked among the most
environmentally damaged
countries in Europe. Air, water,
and soil pollution reached crisis
levels, severely affecting public
health and life expectancy.

2. Ekologicka kriza v 80. rokoch

Koncom socializmu patrilo
Ceskoslovensko medzi najviac
znecistené krajiny Europy.
Ovzdusie, poda aj vody boli v
krizovom stave, Co negativne
ovplyvriovalo zdravie a dizku
Zivota obyvatelov.



3. Hidden Pollution and Health
Consequences

Pollution data were often
censored or concealed. Air quality
in Czechoslovakia, Poland, and
Hungary was about twice as poor
as in Austria or Germany in 1990.
This lack of transparency exposed
citizens to serious health risks,
including higher mortality rates
linked to particulate matter.

3. Skryté data a zdravotné
nasledky

Rezim tajil informacie o znecisteni.
V roku 1990 bola koncentracia
skodlivych Castic v Ceskoslovensku
dvojnasobna oproti Rakusku Ci
Nemecku. Obcania zili v
nevedomosti a vysoké umrtnosti
suviseli so zlou kvalitou ovzdusia.



4. Transformation of Landscape
and Cultural Heritage

Industrial expansion reshaped
traditional landscapes: terraced
fields became vast monocultures,
villages lost their architectural
identity, and monuments were left
to decay or repurposed as
warehouses. Archaeological sites
and cemeteries also suffered
destruction.

4. Premena krajiny a zanik
pamiatok

Budovatelsky étos menil tradicné
policka na monokulturne lany,
dediny stracali architekturu a
mesta sa industrializovali. Kastiele,
synagogy a cintoriny chatrali alebo
boli nicené. Archeologicke
naleziska utrpeli rozsiahle skody.




5. The Rise of Environmental
Activism

While political dissent was
suppressed, environmentalism
offered a “gray zone” for civic
engagement. The Slovak Union of
Nature and Landscape Protectors
(SZOPK), founded in 1969, attracted
intellectuals, artists, and citizens
seeking change. Activities included
monument restoration and
campaigns to preserve cultural
heritage.

5. Zrod ochranarskeho hnutia

Napriek politickym obmedzeniam
ekoldgia vytvorila ,Sedu zonu”.
Slovensky zvaz ochrancov prirody a
krajiny (SZOPK), zalozeny v roku
1969, spajal umelcoy, intelektualov a
obcanov hladajucich zmenu.



6. “Bratislava/nahlas” and Public
Resistance

In 1987, activists published
Bratislava/nahlas, a daring report
proposing 300 solutions to
environmental and social
problems. Despite efforts by the
secret police to discredit it, the
movement grew stronger,
resisting cemetery demolitions
and raising awareness of
ecological threats.

6. Bratislava/nahlas a obc¢iansky
odpor

Odvazna publikacia
Bratislava/nahlas z roku 1987
priniesla 300 navrhov na rieSenie
ekologickych problemov. Aj
napriek utokom StB ochranari
pokracovali, bojovali proti niceniu
cintorinov a ziskavali podporu
verejnosti.
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